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Support for different types of government across 24 nations

% who say each of the following would be a good/bad way of governing their country

Direct
democracy

Bad Good

Rule by a
strong leader

Rule by the
military

Representative

democracy Rule by experts

Bad

Good Good Bad Good

& A7 =X} =7} (electoral autocracy) -

Confidence in representative democracy Technocracy has gained support in most In several countries, significant

has declined In several nations

% who say a democratic system where representatives
elected by citizens decide what becomes law would be a
very good way of governing their country

2017 2023 Change
% %

Sweden 54 41 Vi3
Kenya 42 29 Vi3
Canada 43 31 vi2
UK 43 31 vi2
Nigeria 48 37 vi1
Germany 46 37 v9
India 44 36 vs
Netherlands 42 34 vs
Japan 22 14 vs
Italy 29 23 veé
Mexico 9 15 A6
Poland 20 33 A13
Brazil 8 21 A13
Note: Only

Source: S

Around the World Are (

countries surveyed since 2017

% who say a system in which experts, not elected
officials, make decisions according to what they think is
best for the country would be a good way of governing
their country

2017 2023 Change
% %

Greece 31 56 A25
Mexico 53 73 A20
India 65 82 A17
Germany 44 61 Al17
Italy 40 57 A17
Spain 49 65 Al6
Sweden 40 55 415
South Korea 52 66 414
Kenya 48 62 Al14
Hungary 68 80 Al2
UK 42 54 Al2
Brazil 31 43 Al2
South Africa 53 63 Al0
Japan 49 59 Al0
Indonesia 59 67 A8

Poland 50 58 A8

Argentina 46 54 A8

Canada 41 49 A8

Netherlands 39 45 A6

al, but People

increases in support for autocracy

% who say a system in which a strong leader can make
decisions without interference from parliament or the
courts would be a good way of governing their country

2017 2023 Change
% %
Mexico 27 50 A23
Kenya 39 52 A13
India 55 67 Al2
South Korea 23 35 Al12
Argentina 17 27 Al0
Poland 15 25 Al0
Germany 6 16 A0
Brazil 27 36 A9
Sweden 9 5 V4
Israel 25 19 veée
Italy 29 20 Y9
Hungary 24 15 v9

Note: Only stat

name of the
For ¢
Sour

A}2.: Richard Wike, Representative Democracy Remains a Popular Ideal, but People Around the World Are Critical of How It's Working, Pew Research Center, 2024.2.28. 6
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™, 7S T T SR 2R S AT, P2 SR 2RY-2 7|2 Hel(e] F ek
= AZAIE 4 k= WY
o] EA| oJAlo|A] UNQ} WEF 5 7|3 3}= 9| ZZ(threat multiplier/crisis multiplier)
o2 Qs
HNEX LA /FAFERLS| (hard security/power)2| BFQITHA BHHENR] Bxfof cf$t ciot Q.

07kt (hunam security)/934dQ+H (soft security) &2 A|QF. ot AlZotH (emerging
security)/Al 233} (emerging peace) & (LAY 9], 2023)

T1$9has ZARC)S iEto 2 sk Fiehioln] wh2ol T137gel Yaka ARE. niehy
13715 =7IRFES] fI¥do g nejo|st= W AHAITH &A (Sigwalt, 2020). 7]5-97] cf
So|] FIRotH ol Z7lo|g RLpAH Bxsh= HE, B HA nEFole) bt He
AP Aelishil 2 2i(Aronoff, 2022). Frr 2 FAJol XA AR HA| =7} kEe}l AF

=2
Al 27H5o)d 2= o 2 Hlofdh(securitization)(Johnston et al., 2017)

A primer on
climate security

The dangers of militarising
the climate

CLIMATE
COLLATERAL

How military spending accelerates

GLOBAL
CLIMATE WALL

How the world’s wealthiest
nations prioritise borders
over climate action

=
. 2 e 3
‘CLIMATE
CROSSFIRE
How NATO's 2% military spending targets

contribute to climate breakdown
Ad -
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Stabilization —_— y=system change &
4 assessments of outcomes
Acceleration Stabilisation
/
Take-off 7 Acceleration -
N vednnseent LY
Pre-development N Jay T e eeee et \
/ ----------- hy .
I Take-off o --
Predevelopment System
breakdown
1
—_—
N N—— E f B = t= time & analytical time-frames
Pre-development h ' Tare-off ﬁ\CCEQ'/?;ﬂ Stabiization
A}F2: Laes et al.(2014) A2 Pel(2021)

Hekapgol| A ek = (valley of transition) H4 T, ARSIA/EFER/GRIA =7, BN /A of At olsl, WAl =Mt A, 715E XY 5
o

Xoj2-8 Azh(just transition)z} AzHetz|(transition management)S §&dsto] Aoj =28 M2hkE|(just transition management) 78 T (Goddard-Farrelly, 2018;

Caughman, 2020), Mzl AF&ojjH)F 5] FEkupA o) ot £rod =l 2X](Turnheim and Sovacool, 2020; Pel, 2021) £

olet FAFSHA o] 22 Hha} o] 22 A (design for transitions) WE-E FE=L 4 Udl, FoA 2L Arls ARIA GAlS S Al A Aok 7702 x|l v)7do]|

S REkA Al 2o] ek iy makA, AT, FRIA, A Y-S 2R (White, 2019)

E3] M%) A2l (degrowth planning) = #|2)A MEh(planned transition)e] E8-= (1) SFyM 1} 449 AN (2) BIxA Ko BAF (3) 50| Rj=xg)e} L5 A%

= (IS By B = |
M, (4) YARIA I} BR|TER WE, (5) AFEA, HAA 2oHY 2helo|nd, o] & Bl AFS-AYEfA =X (social-ecological coordination)o] =% (Durand et al, 2023)
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71%+1} A} S AF2 (Andersen et al., 2023)

Systemic directionality

Giving direction
Paolitical processes of giving direction

Who gives direction?
* Actor: capacity, resources, interests
* Participation and inclusion
* Power relations

] Key concepts:

* Policy subsystem (PET, ACF, NPF), palicy
community (MSF)

* Policy monopolies (PET)

* Policy entrepreneurs (MSF)

Where is direction given? o 0
* Sites of giving direction: markets, g ism gy
[policy, mission) arenas

| | Key concepts:
* Policy subsystems (PET, ACF, NPF)
* Macropolitical arenas (PET)
* Problem / political / policy stream (MSF)
* Policy scapes (PFT)
* Policy venues (PET)

How is direction given?

* Directing: strategies, roles, governance @
approaches @ e
Keyconcepts: M s

* Softening up (M5F)

* Palicy conflict (ACF, NPF)

* Coordination and narrative strategies (ACF, NPF)
* Dpen [ closed political negotiation (PET, MSF)

Negotiated policy direction as outcome

Which direction is given?
* Policy direction
* Pathway direction

Key concepts:
* Belief systerms (ACF, NPF)
* Policy images (PET)

Dynamics of transition pathways

When do directions change? -

* Evolution of pathways £ ;
* Change, stabilization, re-orientation

Key concepts:

* Friction (PET)

* Policy change (MSF, PET, ACF, NPF)
* Windows of oppartunity (MSF)

Key concepts:

Why do some directions prevail over others?
* Priaritization of pathways

* Lock-in and path-dependence (PET, PFT)
* Problem recognition (PET, MSF, ACF)
* Power & resources (M5SF, ACF, NPF)

A2 de Graaff et al.(2025) 11
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< A Blueprint for Europe’s Just Transition, ¥Z-9] ‘€AJA} X|&F 7252’ o+ 1AL (The Green New Deal for Europe, 2019)

< Climate Justice Aliiance, 2| 22 &7 27 2] AH|(FEFA NN “Y43x'= Jgh

DEMOCRACY
CONSTITUTIONAL RADICAL
ASSEMBLY . TRANSPARENCY
' )
FUNDAMENTAL /“' ¢
T
-~ ’ TECHNOLOGICAL
’ SOVERLIGNTY
' )
EQUALITY & UNIVERSAL CITIZENS',
DIGNITY DAVIDEND,
) )
b ND
. TAX MAVENS
PROGRESSIVE ' Q
BUDGET P
' 20)0
- CLIMATE
COMPACT
N T S e i |
- o e
GREEN e (s::rmuau. : - DEEPEN
PROSPERITY 2 SOLIDARITY
' o0
I GUARANTEE

GREEN ;
NEW DEAL ' WELCOME
. NEWCOMERS
. SOLIOARITY
PROGRAM
( &
. ) )
FIX THE 4
L \ : PLACL &
N

SOLIDARITY PACT
END

AUSTERITY

NEW

WORKERS
COMPACT BRETTON
WOoOo0os

FIGHT POVERTY

A}2.: European Spring; Democracy in Europe Movement 2025(DiEM25)

Extractive Economy Regenerative Economy

.zl°‘u'nw‘s&p '.on\.Dweb
ol=v]
|
g o
Consumerism & a Caring &
Colonial Mindset o International Sacredness
WORK o 'WORK
2 P
z WRPOs,
‘J.,sﬂl-'ﬂcss G QURPOS, < ))
< r 4
<
L') + a - 2 -
m £ Mational
o -
Extraction Enclosure of a ECU:J(:rgellcli S:ﬁ:cm
Dig, Burn, Dump e Wealth & Power = Cooperation
ploitation I
o
o SERNA,
Go“iRNA”(} o 3
0\!1
o Deep Democracy

Militarism

ic control to communities
wealth and the workplace

A}2: Climate Justice Alliance(https://climatejusticealliance.org)
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Primary Obstruction
Denial of thé scientific evidence of
human-induced climate change and,
consequently, actions which
undermine climate policy

Secondary Obstruction

Science is at least tacitly accepted b

meaningful climate action is delayed

and/or displaced for, for example,
ideological, economic

or political reasons.

Tertiary Obstruction
Cultures, identities and values,
as well as, for example,
infrastructures that stand in the way
of necessary action

A}2: Ekberg et al.(2022); Marschner et al.(2024); Harry et al.(2024);
Brulle et al.(2024); Haas et al.(2025); Tienhaara & Green(2025)

Change is impossible

Any measure to reduce emissions
effectively would run against current
ways of life or human nature and is
thus impossible to implement in a
democratic society.

Doomism

Any mitigation actions we take are
too little, too late. Catastrophic
climate change is already locked-in.
We should adapt, or accept our fate
in the hands of God or nature.

Appeal to well-being

Fossil fuels are required for development.
Abandoning them will condemn the global
poor to hardship and their right to modern
livelihoods.

Individualism
Individuals and consumers are ultimately
responsible for taking actions to address
climate change.
Whataboutism The 'free rider' excuse
Our carbon footprint is trivial
compared to [...]. Therefore it
makes no sense for us to take
action, at least until [...] does so.

Someone else should take
actions first:
redirect responsibility

It's not Disruptive
possible to Discourses change is not
mitigate of necessary:
climate X push non-
change: climate delay /transformative
surrender solutions

Change will be disruptive:
emphasize the downsides

Policy perfectionism

We should seek only perfectly-crafted solutions that
are supported by all affected parties; otherwise we
will waste limited opportunities for adoption.

Appeal to social justice

enjoy their holidays.

Hks] (Climate Obstruction)@} 7] X]AJ|(Climate Delay)

Reducing emissions is going to
weaken us. Others have no real
intention of reducing theirs and
will take advantage of that.

Technological optimism

We should focus our efforts on
current and future technologies,
which will unlock great possibilities
for addressing climate change.

All talk, little action

We are world leaders in addressing
climate change. We have approved
an ambitious target and have
declared a climate emergency.

Fossil fuel solutionism

Fossil fuels are part of the solution.
Our fuels are becoming more
efficient and are the bridge towards
a low-carbon future.

No sticks, just carrots

Society will only respond to supportive
and voluntary policies, restrictive
measures will fail and should be
abandoned.

Climate actions will generate large costs.
Vulnerable members of our society will be
burdened; hard-working people cannot

A}2: Lamb et al.(2020); Eskridge-Aldama(2025)
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Public participation,
stakeholder engagement
Insthutions and and social dialogue
’ . : : &7
Socio-technical transitions that EUCKETY 2’2‘"‘“]""“
must happen to curb harmful
climate and biodiversity impacts
Public finance
. 7 12
People at risk of falling or getting
4 s Impact
stuck below social minimums e m—
due to transition impacts 31

Private
Space for society-specific transition

v Labour market policies
pathways and additional goals

and skills development

73
Unjustifiable just transition statements p“ﬁ:g““”
or actions (neglecting social minimums) .

Unjustifiable just transition statements or

actions (neglecting the ecological ceiling) T e

Status quo

0 20 40 &0 80 100

A}2: Chan et al.(2024) 15
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Citizens' Assembly
2016-2018, Ireland

Timing Sep-Mov 2017. Two
weekends in person

Commissioner Government with
parliamentary
resolution

Remit How the state can make
Ireland a leader in
tackling climate
change?

Participants 99

Internal ‘Whole assembly
practices considered all issues
Small group facilitation
Developed own
proposals
Plenary votes on
proposals

Output 13 recommendations

Official Considered by Joint
response Oireachtas Committee

on Climate Action
(JOCCA) which
influenced
government's Climate
Action Plan 2019 and
subsequent Climate
Action Bill 2020

m

1.5 million for whole
assembly which lasted
over a year

Budget

7|5AIR12) 3] Alg

Citizens' Convention
for the Climate,
France

Oct 201%-Jun 2020,
Seven weekends in
person plus two
interim sessions
online.

Feb 2021. Additional
weekend in person
to review official
response

President, although
formally established
by letter from Prime
Minister

How can France cut
greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions by
at least 40% by
2030 compared to
1990, in a spirit of
social justice?

150

Randomly divided into
five thematic groups
decided by
organisers

Self-directed groups

Developed own
proposals

Plenary votes on
proposals

149 draft laws,
regulations and
referendums

Macron originally
promised “no filter”
for proposals.
Climate and
Resilience Law
translates some
aspects of the
proposals

€5.5 million

Scotland's Climate
Citizens' UK

Jan-May 2020. Three Mow 2020-Mar
weekends in person plus 2021. Seven
two weekends online weekends online.

Additional weekend
in person to

review official

response
Six parliamentary select Scottish
committees Government
following

amendment to
climate legislation
How can the United How should
Kingdom reduce Scotland change
greenhouse gas emissions to tackle the
to net zero by 20507
in an effective and
fair way?

108 105

Randomly divided into three  Randomly divided
thematic groups decided into five thematic

by organisers groups decided by
Small group facilitation arganisers
Primarily considered expert Small group

generated options facilitation
Thematic groups voted on Developed own

proposals. Plenary on proposals

Flenary votes on
proposals

common proposals

51 recommendations (with 81 recommendations

over 80% support)

Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy Select response
Committee inquiry and published in
report on the findings December 2021

Official government

€620 K (most coming from £1.4 million
foundations)

KF2: Boswell et al.(2023)

climate emergency

Denmark's Climate
Assembly

Oct 2020-Mar 2021. First
phase. Two weekends
and three evenings, plus
ad hoc meetings for
editing. All online.

Oct-Dec 2021, Second
phase. Similar structure

Ministry of Climate, Energy
and Utilities

To contribute and provide
recommendations to the
political process of
climate transition, in
particular to the Climate
Action Plan

99

Randomly divided into five
thematic groups
informed by citizens'
deliberations

Self-directed groups

Developed own proposals

Plenary votes on proposals

117 recommendations in
first phase
73 in second phase

Government committed to
treat recommendations
in the same way as
“climate partnerships”
established with major
sectors of society and
economy

€74 K (delivery
organization, Danish
Board of Technology
cross-subsidized)

German Citizens' Assembly
on Climate

Apr-Jun 2021. Eight
weekday evenings and
four full Saturdays online

Birgerbegehren
Klimaschutz, Scientists for
Future

To make recommendations
for Germany to comply
with Paris Climate
Protection Agreement
while considering social,
economic and ecological
compatibility

160

Randomly divided into five
thematic groups decided
by organisers

Small group facilitation

Developed own proposals

Plenary votes on proposals

84 recommendations

Public responses from most
political parties during
federal election campaign

€£1.9 million
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